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Tirst Message to the
General Assembly
of Ohio.

The New Executive' Dis-
cusses Many Inter-
esting Topics,

Among Which are the Following: The
! Election Laws, Ballot Reform,

, Home Rule, the Intermediate
Penitentiary, Care of the
diots, Uniform Com-
merce Law, For
estry, Etc,

T0 the Ganeral Arsembly:

Itis assumed that the oul:going Governor, in
his annual message accurntely Informed you
of tho financial condition of the State; and, in
other respects, lully dlseliarged his constitu-
tlonnl obligations. The duty involving on the
fn-coming Governor, therefore, 18 to supple-
maht tho annual message by such suggestions
&3 may, to him, seem perlinoent,

HONME NULE,

In compliance with this duty your attontion
s directed o varfous Inws, passed In recent
years, enlarging the authority of the chief ex-
ecutive, He has been empowered thereby to
appoint boards which contro!, to a large ox-
tont, the government and expenditures of cer-
tain cities. This was deemed wo ¢lear a viola-
tion of tha right of self-government that ono of
the politfesl partics embodied (n Ita Inst plat.
form the following declarations: *“We demand
tho enacument of laws that will enable our
¢ities to choose thelr own sorvants, snd control
thelrown alfalrs.'" Tho people of Ohio, at the
subsequent election, approved that sentimens,
It Is the duly of the General Ansembly 1o obey
their mandate, and to restore home rule to all
eities as spoadily as may bs dono without hasty
orinconsiderale legisiation. It I8 not neees-
sury to recite tho many cogent reasons which
prompied ths pooples 1o this aotion. 1t is sufl-
clent to know that they huve so decreed.

THE CITY OF CINCINNATL

The perploxing problem confronting you Ia to
decide what form of government 10 substitute
in tho city of Cineinoati for that now enforced,
which has proven faulty In mnny respects other
than those arising from gubernatorial interfer-
ence. In that eity exist endless divisions of au-
thority, and consequent lack of responsibility,
resultling, naturally, in extravagant and incompe-
tent rule, Apparently no attempt has been
mapde to construct o homogencous form of gov-
erpmont. OMees and boards have been ereated
by patehwork, from year Lo year, until they ag-
gregute more than a4 seoro of Indapendent de-
partments., They are appointed at hap-hazard
by the mayor, tho Govarnor, the various courts,
or by council. This lack of aystem has uuavold-
ably lead to confusion and mismanagement. In
Justiee to the people of that city, us well as in
furtharance of sound politicn! prinelples, you
should carefully consider, mature and formulate
a charior which will give them  an opportunity
to munage Lthelr affalrs through oMcers chosen
solely by themscives, It muy not be donvenient,
oreven possaible, to operate an entirely new
form of government there until the April elee
tion of 1801; but In event of such delny, prompt
action should be laken to correct the grosser
defects of the existing povernment, Some im-
medipte changos are absolutely nended and the
following are clied as Instances: Thoe bozrd of
equulization, a body liable to seandal and cor
ruption, should be abolished, and re.created in
such a manner as lo Invito and deserve public
eontidence, The board of work bouse directors,
boretofore accused ol releasing prisoners from
improper mutives, can be spared wilhout injury,
and 118 duties added to the polico commission,
The discharye of work house prisoners before
the termthation ef tielr sentences should be
prohibited unless such reloaso be approved by
the judge and prosccullng sitloraey of the po-
lee court

The Board of Publie Affaire, now an appoint.
kvo board, slioitld be so constituted that, hore-
after, one member can be alocted by the peopln
avery year, 'I'he membership of the Doard of
Rovision should bo radically changed, and a
non-partisun board of high clisractar substi-
tuted. With the foregoing improvements, nnd
such others a8 your wisdom may suggest for
present netion, the elty of Clncinnati might gat
along passably well until w compreliensive res
vislon of the luvws can be adopted,

Two plans of reorganization meetwith more
or leas favor among the peopls of that city and
bolh should be thoroughly studied and digested
befors you tuke the f'nal aetion,

There is but little doubt that. under the quick-
ened publle spirit aroused by existing condi-
tions, the people of Clueinnatl would rise to tha
ocoasion, nnd govern themselves in g better and
mord hongst mannor than can possibly be at.
tained by the interference of uany oulside
authority, however econsclentiously exercised.
Itis worth m trial to give them control of their
municipal affalra  Not todo a0 Is to confess
thut local sell-government (s o fallure,

OTHER CITIES.

While considering what ought to be dono for
thatoeity, you should investigate the whole sub-
ject of munielpal reform, with a view of con-
forring upon other cities of the State such
changes a8 may be salutary. 1t s your duty to
afford speedy relief to those which are subject,
in any respect, to gubernatorinl control

ELECTION LAWS.

Itis well to remember that no reform in gov
eroment, municpal or otherwise can he SUCCOsS:
ful unless every elector is securcd a free, se-
eret, untrammeled and unpurchosed ballot
which shall be honestly counted and returned,
Improvements have been mude in our election
laws during the last few years, yet all of the
loglslation upon that subject has not been com-
meondable, The establishment of non-partisan
election boards was & step in the right direo:
tion; but depriving them of the right to ap-
point thelr elerks was a step In the wrong di-
rectlon, There has been p=0 somo obvious
omissions to improve the election laws—for in-
atance, the forlure to provide that the two
clorks of election, In each voting precinot must
bo of opposite political, aMiiations. Nothing
that bhas proven benefielal should be undone,
but additional cnnotments ure needed, Our
election laws are far [rom peclect, and those
who profess to bulleve that they aro nob eapa-
blae of amendment have falled to study the
groat reformy made in other States,

: BALLOT REFORM

The system of ballot reform cominonly entled

the “Australlan Systom,"” hos bean successfully

sdopted, In wvarying forms, by elghty:
five millions of people. It has been
tried fOve years In Norway, seven in  En-

glond and 1taly, twelve In Belglum, lourteen In
Connds and thirty In Australin, It has heen
sdopted, with sundry modificatlons, In Musso.
chusetis, Rhode Isiand, Indiaua, Wiscongin, Mis.
isnippl. Tennessee, Missourl. Montana, Michigan,
Conneeticul and part of Kentueky. One of the
most thorough triuls of the system was at the res
cent election in Massachusctls, ‘I'le late Gov-
ernor of that Stale testitles In print' that “No
one would seriously consider the repoal of his
eleotion law and consequent return to the old
elootian methods, Men of all shade of politieal
opinion ngroe that the measure has worked
woll, and thot it s & permanent part of the staks
ulos of Massachpsetts, 1o ity maln prinelplos,
it is beyond. eriticism.*  Tho United Statos
Marshal, belonglng Lo a political party In oppo.
sition to the Covernor, las  wrilion
tho followlng:  “Let mo  suy Lhas  she

aystem 18 most admirable In 1ts workings
Thore Is no more bulldozing by our mannfoo-
turara; They con not march their men to the
polls ungder o foremnn and vote them all for one
tioket, It does away with everything that
mnlkod poltica disreputable.” ThHus i will be
snen that the groat politiedl paetios orat least
sioh elaments inthem ns ookt for purity and
reform. are fully sptisfied with elections undor
this plan, The eardinal features of the sys-
wm ared (1) All ballots must be printed and
distributed at the publle expengs; (2 the
names of oll enndidates for the same office
must b printod on the sims ballod: (1) the ballot
musl bo delivored to the vater within the polls
ing place by sworn ofMicers: (4) only ballots so
doliversd enn be votold; (5) the voter 14 goiran.
totd wheoluto priviey Iy preparing his balloty
and (01 ita seerecy 18 mide compulsory, The
forogolng requiromonts ara modifed and altered
in dotadl to suit the vinws of the wvarious
Sintes  and Natlons  which have adoptod
them, but the principles hora 1A down constl-
tute the salient points of advantage over other
forms of oloction. You are recommendad to
Invostignto this system, and to Introduen It by
proper leglatation, Tho details aee left to your
jnflgmont and oxporienes. Tho roasons for
such notlon need not be enlarged upon hero.
1L J& potent to dny ono that when the voter
must retiro to nbxolute privacy in order to pro-
porn his ballot thers is no object i bribing him,
Because thoe britery falls. Egually fruitiess
would ba the attemptedintimidation by em-
ploycrs, or political bullles, or any of tho
eraftier forms of conrelon,

In answor to the principsl objection made
agninst the system—that it might disfranchise
iliternte volers=it may be sald that provision
ean be made for such voter to solect one of the
bullot elorks to rotire with him under severe
penalties agalnst divulging what may poass be-
tween Lthem. The ballot olerks huve no more
temptation Lo net falsely than have tho regls-
trurs and judges. Anothor means of accom-
plishing the siume result |s to permit the prepir-
ation befors hand by tha voter, through some
trusted friend, of o ballot imitating the oMolal
ballot exospt in color. The (llitetate voler can
tnke the propared ballot into the booth and
there copy  Its markings on the ofMcial ballot
This ahields him frrom the diseovory of his ilit-
eraey, spares him homittation, and prevents his
possible disfrancliisement. It has also been
urged thatitis too tedious forthe elector to mark
the nomo of each candidate for whom he desires
to vote. To obvinte this diMeulty ballots are
sometimes so printed that every reguinrly vom-
Innted teket stands by ftself on the ballot, and
eun be voteld as o whole by mercly making ene
cross mark opposite the cuption of sald tieket,
This does not encourage indopendance in vot.
ing, but disposes of the fallacions charge that
voling under this svstem {8 too troublesome, 1t
muy be added that thers {& yet one evil thut re-
mains unecorrected by this reform, It termiin-
ntes dirdet bribecy—that 1s, the purchase of
porsons who sell their votes or inHuenca—but it
does not check the practice of paying men for
voting the tieket of that party to whicl they
nominally belong. There aro electors who
would not vote against thelr supposed prinel-
plex, yet seldom vote for them unless paid,
I'hey resort 1o some sublorfuge, such ns do-
monding payment for o days’ worl: or other
equally bald pretext for oWaining moncy.
Sueh voters cnn be tristed ta retice In privacy
and mark the nimes of the candldutes for whom
they are thus patd to votoe, Consequently
this species of indireet brivery is not pro-
vented by secret voling, Ttis diMoult to know
Just how to resch it 1"ossibly, when publicsen-
timent beeomes suMelently educated, a compul-
sory election lnw,with severe penilties, may be
enforeed,  Itis bolinved. however, that tho ot
tempt 1o ennet such o law would now prove fu-
tile, owing to the want of preparation in the
pulille mind, without which no effective leglsiu-
tion can be secured,

ELESTOHAL MACHINERY.

The subject of improvement in electoral mn.
chinery naturally foliows what hns just been
sald. Al presont the Governor appoints
the boards of eleotion innil citles hoaving over
nine thousand poople by the last census,  This
is not only subversive of loeal self-govenmaont,
but in the hunds of nn unserupulous man would
lead to flagrant abuses, Popular will can easily
bLe thwarted when mechinery controlling oloc-
tions pmong one-fourth the populntion is intho
abhisolute power of one officinl.  The manner in
which this violation of demotratic government
grew up s instruetive, us showing how rapldly
power increises whon concentrated in o single
hand It avose in the logislation designed for
the prevention of frauds similar to thoss com-
mitted in the elections of 1851 and 1835 In the
eity of Cinelnnat,  Empowerlng the Governor
to appoint an slection board was o temporury
expedient to tide over the emergency in that
eity. It wus not intended by the feamers of
the law thot extroordinury power should be
permanently vested in the Governor, They in-
tended subsequently to frame an election code
which should provide for Siate, county and city
boards, of which the State board alone might
be appointed by the Govornor, TUndoubtedly
somo such system ought to be adopted whereby
hoards, which arpg detually non-partisan, should
be crented for Stute, county and ity purposes:
but she Governor should uppoint the
State bonrd only; and the membars
of that board might, It they deemed proper,
be selected by him in equal numbers through
lists furnished by leading political parties,
Such o board would be non-partisun in fact ns
well ns in name. Itis belleved by some good
lawyors that a plan may be devised for olties
whereby the people can #lect one-half the mem-
bersof the boards, and the mayor bo compelled
to select the other half in such » manner that
the membership would bs equally divided be.
tweon politleal parties. Indeed, such n sys-
tem, If not in eonflict with the constitution,
might advantugeously be applied to the erea-
tion of Stute and county boards, permitting the
Governor to appoint onehalt the membors of
the State bouard, and some suituble authority
appoint half the members of the county
boards, Whatever plan you adopt let it be your
olm, while giving the people actusl non-partissn
boards, also to permit them o have o direct
part in choosing election ofMeinls.

THE ORPHANS' HOME,

The Soldiers’ and Sailors' Orphans'
Home has recently suffered n severe visitation
of diseases resulting from defective sanitary
conditions, Searching investigation should be

mado for the coause thereof. A special
commitiee composed of experts, ought
to visit the Home at an early day.

The appolntment of such committee does not
nectéssarily refleet upon the trustees or oMeors
of the Home, for the trouble may arlse from
cuuses beyond their control.  The matter Is too
serious 1o excuse the slightest neglect or de-
lay. Tho Stute has no trust more sacred than
the care of these orphans, and nothing should
be left undone to cherish and rear Lhem o
health and comfort,
SOLDIERS' HOMB.

The Soldiers’ und Sallors' Home is unable to
take proper care of inmates who become in-
sane, no provision having beon made for the
nursing und management of such cases, If au-
thority were granted by law to remove (nsaue
inmutes of that mstitution to the Toledo Asy-
Ium there to ho maintaimed at o Axed sum per
annum, 1o be paid by the Soldiers' apd Saitors'
Home, then one-halt of the expense would be
reimbursed to the State by the Federal Gov-
ernment, No provision is made at the Sol.
diers’ Home lor employing the minds ef in-
males, and sn appropriation as liberil as the
finuncinl condition of the State will' bear,
should be maode for o ehapel, an amusoment
hall and a hbrary,

INTEUMEDIATE PENITENTIANY, e

Owing to the inadequate approprintions, part-
Iy coused by the Indifference of the lust Gener-
al Assembly, Ditle progress hns been made
upon the intermedinte penitentinry., Speedy
completion of a portion of that institution, so
thut it might be used 1o alimited extent, would
inaugurate needed reforms in administering our
ponul laws, Tho class of conviets intended for
that ploce are doily growing less reclaimable
by reason of thetr present invironment, 'he
sooner Lhey are removed from the penllentiory
to the ilolermedinte the better it wil be tor
them and for soclety in genernl. One wing ¢f
the bullding should be fnished und oceuplod ut
onee, 80 Lhat the lnbor of the conviets could be
utilized o completing the whole. T'his latier
sugrestion emanutes lrom

TIE BOARD OF STATE OHARITIES

In this conpection It Is proper to suy that the
Bourd of Blute Clurilies hns acoomplished in
the way of hnnanitatianism a1l thot 1ts slepder
pecuniury allowance pormitted. The bourd
complaing, In s recent annual report that *4t

bos been badly erippled by want of sufticlent

nppropeiations for tha full and eMelont dise
chnrge of duties impoesed upon It by law " and
ndds vory naturally, that "It the board s to be
continued {t should ba properly supportad.”
The roport above reforred o contalng mueh
valuabio intormution, and many praction] sug.
sestions In regurd to tho abandonmont of ouls
door rollef o panperst the saparation and om-
ploymoni of porsons confined in jailsy and the
It imprisonment of those Inecoreigiblo ond pros
fessional eriminnls tarmoed” Crecidivists,” who
hiave been pepedtedly convietod,  Attentlon
ecould profitably be givoen to that portion of the
sume repert devoted to
CEMTAIN CLABSEA OF INSANR.

1t spocind provision wore made nt the Contral
Asylum for the acoommodation of fnsane orims
fnals It wounld relleva the Penitentionry of A
duty, which, tram necessity, 18 imperfectly dis-
charged, Such erlminnls, together with insano
persons whose maonih tends to crime, who have
not yot bean convieted thoreof, should be con-
fined to a bullding soparate from every other,
and erocted forthat purposs. Simllar acparato
bulldings ought to be provided Tor the epileptie
insane. Thelr complete isolntion from allothar
Insune (s demanded by humunity and approved
by universal experiones. This Is espocially
urged by the Doprd of Stato Charitics on ae-
count of the dangerous charncter of those un.
fortunutes; ns, al#o, on sccount of thelr dom-
niing influence over other Insane, ‘They could
be woll carcd for in this way ata less cost than
by the present method—amd cconomy unitas
with duty In calling for a change. The Board
also strenuously insiat upon the

CUETODIAL CARE OF IDIOTH.

Their argiment seems unansweiable. Im-
Peeile youths ere taken carn of at the [nstitu-
tien for that purpose, bBut adult imbeclles are
permitted t> be at Iargs. They are found in
nearly every county infirmary. Reastraint
shou'd be put upcn them by the State, especi:
ally upon the femnies, in order that the in-
arenss in thelr number may be limited. Besides
much betterand wmore humane eare could be
taken of them, and, by systematic and Intelli-
gent tenching, they might bocome partially self-
supporting.

ELRCTRICITY,

The npplication of slectricity 15 rapidly open-
ing new tlelds of legislation. Unless something
be done 1o prevent the saerifice of life daily re-
sulting from defective electrie wires, the com-
panies which put up and eantrol them will have
grown %o rich and powerful that the passage
and enforcementof proper laws will be diMecult,
Municipalities have attemptod to enforos reju-
Intlons for protection from such dangers, but
without sutisfuctory result. Thoe duty of invos-
tigating the generation and distribution of alee-
trieal currents is one which presses upon you.
The investigation should be prompt and thor-
ough; the result theraof made publie, and such
avtion taken as may, in your judgment, throttle
this avil in its Infaney.

DECENSIAL APPRAISEMENT,

The decennial appralspment of real estate
will take pluce duripg this yenr, Your nttanticn
is eallod 1o the necessity for procuring n better
and mors uniform walvation upon both real
and persons! properiy. The subject Is one
which demunds consideration not only asa
mutter of income to the Stute, but b=eause of
fnjustice done citizens whose property is dis-
proportionately assessed. The finanecinl condi-
tion of the State, and common falrness combine
in demand‘og o enreful rovision and equaliza-
tion of assesamoents; and itis hoped you may
devive some legisiation which will effect this
laudable rosult, The necossity for such netion
i3 too obvious 1o need commeant.,

CHEAPER SOHODL BOOKS.

Popular education is the foundation of freo-
dom and prosperity. Knowledge, being power,
should be furnished ot the lowest possible cost,
The Stute bullds school houses, provides
teachers nnd controls every deiall ‘of education
save the furnishing of books. Is there any
sound reason why it should not assume this
function also* Recent experience in the Stute
of Indiuna shows, ostensibly, that school books,
¢qual to those In use hero, are detivered to the
children of that State nt thirty-five to ity per
cent, of their former enst.  Other States have
tr ed the oxperiment with apparent suc¢ens, Iy
seems 10 be an assured fact that schoolbooks
ean be furnished, elther by direct publication
of the State, or by vontract on bHehslf of the
State, ot less than present prices. It Is not
necessary o inveigh against capital for monope.
Hzing this form of publication. Tt is suficient
to nscertaln whether books can Le furnished
more cheaply by the State, without involving it
In material expenses, or lHability. Ir this can
be proven, then It DbLecomes your duty to
cheapen school boolks,

A RAILIROAD COMMISSIONER,

Tne ofMce of Commissioner of Raflronds and
Telegraphs seems 1o be mwore ornamenta! than
useful, and it is diffeuls to say wherein It has
benefitied the community, Unless the place
be made one of more eMelancy and power It
might well ba abolished. If it were intended to
exeroise nontrol over the rallroads of the State;
to hold in ¢hock their encroachments upon the
publie; to investigate and report the causes of
every sechdent; nnd in other ways to regulate
thoem in the interests of tho prople, such rosults
could have been much more effectively attained
by o Railrond Commission, somewhat similar
to that long since ndopted in the State of 1iil-
nols. A commlission composad of three persons
ought, if judiclously selected, constitute a body
of suffleient importance to suceessfully investi-
gate every question of ralirond managament ef-
fecting life and trafMe. Such & plan is in the
line of approved ndministrative methods, pro-
vided there be any necessity for tho State su-
pervision of rallrosds

AGIICULTURAL

The State Board of Agrioultural is earrying o
total debt of one hundred and thirty thousand
dollars ot six per cent. interest. 'This includes
what is called the “*Centennial debt" of §0,000,
The board can not pay such o rate of interest,
nor ought it to do so, Inssmuch as the eredit of
the State Is ultimately responsible tor the pay-
ment of both prinelpal nnd ioterest. Eithera
part of the debt must be paid and the load
which the Board is carrying thereby lightened,
or the debt refunded at alower rate of interest
Were this latter alternative taken, anid the debt
placed at a rate which comports with the wealth
of the State, the Board could pay the annual
interest charge upon its entire indebledness,
Actlon should be taken tosave this burden-
some sum. In this connection it might boe io.
quired why the appropriations for agriculture
have been so meager. The contingent fund has
been cut until the Doard does not have money
suffieient to pay postage and expressago upon
115 annual crop reports, and upon other valuable
maotter which should be distributed to the peo-
ple. The people asking for these publications
are intelligent taxpayers, whose desire should
have weight with the General Assembly, 1In
the matter of agriculturil institutes the appro-
printion was cut down to six hundred dollars:
whereas, Indiana appropriated tive thousand,
Minnesota seventy-five hundred, and Wisconsin
twelve thousand for that purpose. Oblo in
angurated this system so successiully that it
traveled into other States, and it 1s everywhero
doing effective service for the education of the
agricultural elasses, It is hoped that the finan.
efal condition of the State will permit, and your
wood sense advise, the making of more libernl
nppropriations for the eucouragement of agri-
culture,

FORESTRY.

The subject of forestry s one of great inter-
est. The State Forestry Bureasu, established
in 1883, hus done valuuble work, but its mission
Is practically ended.  Whiie commending it for
whnt has been donse in the past, s diforent
moethod Is demanded for the future, It is
thought by those best versed in the mutter that
the sum heretofore appropriated for the For-
estry Hureau might be more judiclously ex-
ponded in endowing o Chair of Forestry, ora
joint Chair of Forestry and Mining, at the
Athenes University, which Is located in n sec-
tion where forests ore needed and wining ex-
tensively carvied on. It |8 hardly necessary to
nny that the ferests of Ohjo huve been destroy:
ed, during the lust 1ew yoars, at n rile exceod.
ing the destruction of forests anywhere in the
world, save ln purely lumber-producing regions;
and there is, In muny counties, a smaller por-
centage of lorestry lands than in the most
crowded purts of Europe. For this reason the
cultivation nnd preservation of trees is o mnt-
ter of importance, und i well worthy your pt-
tention

FTATE LIDRARY AND MUSEITM.

During the Sixty-elghth Genornl Assembly o
Bill was lntrodueed to provide for the consoll.
dution of the Statc Library with the property
of the Ohjo Archimeological nnd Historical Bo-
clewy. If passed it would have translerroll 10

i Slate of Oblo the valuable records, papors,

1irary, paintings, relios and other proporty of
tho sorlety, to boe consolhidntod with the Sinte
Library under the bamo of thoe Ohlo Library
and Museum. Tho tristoes wore to be enipow:
ared 1o oldet f secretary anl askatant, whe
shonld oeoupy the positions now hold by the
State Librarinn sml Assistont Librarion. It e
ovident that tho Stato Hbeary wonld baeome
muah morg Valoibio by tho aoquisition of thie
enllection, and that (L8 management would be
miuch botter than at projent, Sdmuthing ke
this ought to L dode In the nenr futars, provid-
injr, nowever, that the State Librar on and As
sisrant Librariun in office nt the time the aot 18
passed, may romnin as sooreiney and nssistant
senrelary of the new Hbrdey sod musewm until
thelr torms of oMee expire,

MILITIA

The Nattonal Guiird 14 required to go Into
enmp not to oxesod elght days of ehoh yeur, No
uniform system hos heratcfore been observed.
Sometimes they hove gona by companies, st
other times by regiments, and at others by brl-
gudes,  Lost yoar the entivs guard camped to-
gether. The time occupled (n transportation
of troops, and in preparation for forming and
braaking camp, togathor with the reviews and
parades, deprives the saoldiers of any considern-
ble apportunity for Instruction, nnd procticslly
mokes thelr anenmpment & hollday show ine
stead of o military school, The cost of main
tnining, transporting, and preserving tonts und
other eamp vquipnge is large, The Ganeral
Assombly might wdvantageously provide for
buying or leasing grounds at an necessible point
near the centar of the State, and erecting thare-
on n permanent encampment with all sultable
convenienees for n nost of Instruction, The
entire National Guard could be requirod to
camp there, eithar by rogiments or brigades,
or a5 in entire body, The saving of expunse
wo'uld, in a few years, puy for the land and
bulldings. 1L is likely that, If the pearmanent
camp waore loeated near Columbus, or any oth-
er cily, the whole cost would be raised by pri-
vate subscription,

UNIFORM COMMERTTAT LAW.

Merchants, manulaetturers, bankers and busi-
ness men generally are deeply intarcsted in
procuring uniform legislation throughout the
country upon the subjoct of Commercial Law,
Searcely o dealer in eredits is competent to  de.
cids upon the merits of a plurchaser outside of
the State in which he himsell resides. The
American Bar Assoclation hus glves mueh time
and thought te this question. The Nutlonal
Board of Trude hns also deliberated upon it.
These bodies have united in aneffort to securs
two or more ofticial representatives from each
State to meet a committee df the National
HBoard of Trade for the purpose of discussing
nnd advising leagisintion upon this  subject,
Thers {8 no doubt that a uniform code of mer
cantile luw would be of ndvantagse 1o the busi
ness interests of the country, and it seems
proper, therefore, to authorize the appolntment
of such representutives,

unNcLUsion,”

Having recommended lor your consideration
sundry propositions involving inerensed ex-
pendilures, it is proper, hefore conclusion, to
remind you that the estimates presented for the
eoming year exceed, in the uggrogate, the pros-
peetive income of the State, Mang of those es.
timates should be earefully scrutinized, and
must, of necessity, be reduced when you make
the approprintions, It is for your wisdom and

exporience todecide what items can be wholly i

spared or safely lessened, Whils public opinion
does not commend 4 niggordly polley, yet it un.
sparingly condemns wastefulness and extrave
ggance. You may proceed with ofMelal funoe-
tions in the eortuin assuranco that wholesoma
economy where needed. and prudent liberality
where the honor and welfure of tho State ure
eoncerned, will find ready appraobation from the
people. JAMES E. CAMPRELL

THE CANAIGRE PLANT.

Cultivation en n Large Scale Con-
tompliated In New Mexlco.

The extensive cultivation of the cin-
naigre plant, which is found growing
without cultivation or irrigation in
many portions of the Territory, is con-
templated in this section. The tubers
produced by this plant yield a large per-
centage of tannin, superior to that ex-
tracted from the hemlock bark, and not
Inferior to tho oalk bark product., This
plant, like the mesquite, thrives in the
dryest seasons and in soil where appa-
rently, there is very little moisture.
After maturity the tubers dry in the
ground, and often remain for vears with-
out decaying, The propertics of this
plant, like the soap weed, the root of
which is used by the natives instend of
soap, have been known to the natives of
New Mexlco for years. Thoe properties of
the soap weed are only just beginning to
be known to Americans. While tho
Mexicans have used the bruised roots of
this plant for toilet and laundry pur-
puses for years without attempting to
get it in & more convenient form, enter-
prising Americans have succeeded in ex-
tracting the useful part, and a varlety
of toilet preparations having the Mex-
ican amole or soap weed as a basis are
on the market,

It took years to get the soap-weed into
prominence, and now the sanie thing is
proposed for the canaigra plant, Prep
arations are being made to organize a-
company &t Deming for the purpose of
practically demonstrating the value of
this plant as a sourco for obtaining tan-
nin. Unless this plant can bo utilized
tanneries are an impossibility in Now
Mexico. Neither oak, hemlock nor
sumac can be obtained here at prices
which would make their use for tanning
purposes profitable. Hides aro very
cheap, and now have to be shipped sov-
eral hundred miles to tanneries. The
projectors of the schemo at Deming are
confident of success and expect to make
the enterprise pay from the start. If
the cultivation of tho canaigre plant can
be made successful in any degreoe, and
there appears to be no reason why a
plant which grows wild in so many por-

Its

tions of the Torritory should not thrive |

under cultivation, s mnew and a very
profitable industry is open to the people
of New Mexico, Unlike most eultivat-
od crops, the eanaigre plant necds no fr-
rigation, and consequently lands which
cannot be irrigated on account of thelr
jocation can be utilized in the culture
of this plant, There is no danger of
over-production, for if thesupply should
aver become greater than the loeal de.
mond the tannin can be easily extracted
from the wubers and shipped whercver
desired.—Silver City (N. M.) Letter.

—This account of a Mississippl ball
appears in a Memphis paper: **The ball
glven by the young men of Benolt wus
universally scored a success by all in at
tendance. The heavenly spheres shone
forth in their transcendent beauty on
this Thursday night, seeming in perfect
harmony with the brilliancy of the
event, and through mud and mire from
Greenville to Rosedale the creme de la
creme of the Mississippl Delta camo te
participate in the terpsichoroan fote."

—Served Him Right.—Mr. Layman—
See here, doctor, you said there wasn't
any such disease as hydrophobia. Dr
Schmerz (emphatically)—No, sir; there
is not, Mr. Layman—BHBut old Grubbs

got it all tho same, and lust night he i

died. Dr. Schmerz (meditatively)—
Well, a man who goes and eatoches dis
eases that don't exist ought to die,—
Puols,

 STATE NEWS ITENS,

Sixty-NInth General Assombly.

COTUMNTE, Jin 8§ —SpNATIL-<MPE Donoviants
Monse BHL making sn appropriation of 80,001
for tho pay of mombors of tha Gonoral Assom
uly, wWns passed. M Wilson foffared o joint
vosalttion toquesting the Prosident of thie Son:
Bty 1o dolily the Senste and House nt what
o 1t Wil be most conveniont for him to open
and pubilivh the roturns of the eleotion for State
aMeors,  Tablod under notios of Van Olenf to
disvitse.  The Bonnte thon proceeded to the
House to meet In Jolnt convontion to eount the
Yoles enst for Stawe offloets,

HOUSE — A résolution to the memary of Friank
W, Konpp was adopted, and eénmmit’oes dp-
potntod to attend tho funernl.  Mr. Knapp rop-
rogented Detiniee and Panlding Countios in tho
House. Tho vote for Stale aMeers wis annvass-
ed by the IMouse and Senate in joint sension,
Tho canvass makes the majority of Licutennnt
Governor Lmpson twenty-thees, an inorense
ol one over the ofMeinl count ns published,

COLUMDUA, Joan, D—BENATE —=Mr,  Shaw
ofiered o rosolution of respect to the momory of
Frpnk W, Knapp,of Deflunes, Messrs, Shaw,
Ryun, Satton, Alexander and Roed were ap-
pointed o committen to not in conndetion with
n Houwse commiiten, Lo nocompany the remaing
of Mr. Knonpp to his late restdonce nnd nttend
the funereal, Mre Morelson introduced a bilk
providing for the Australlan system of voting
Mi Cole introduced n bill 10 duthonze the Gov.
ernor to nppoint a Cinal Commission, 1o eonslst
of four pursons, two from vach political party,
und 1o serve for two years, to continue the sur-
vey and platting of property belonging 1o the
State.  Adjourned until to-morrow,

Hovse.—Bills introduced: Amond Seotion
000 80 08 to Incrense the numbor of trusthes of
county children's homes from throo to five, of
whom two shatl be famalos; amend Seetion B84
by providing that not mose than one-hnlf of the
names putin 4 jury box shall be takon from
the dominant politieal party In any ward or
township: nmoend Sections 2167, 2100 and 8150, so
08 to provide for the flling of o certified copy of
the appratsement of the estutes of docoasod
partners in counties other thun where ths port-
nerehip existed: pmend Sectlon K80 as amend-
ol suthiovizing trustees and nssicnecs to sl
real estate nnd personnl property, and to ¢om-
promise any clpim duo or owing to tho nssignor;
authorize commissioners of Wirsen County 1o
Lorrow 80,000, and spportion among virious
funds to cover defaleat!on: ta provide for o unl-
form system of cheap sehool buolts; o proteet
quall by proventing shipment out of the Stute
orofforing for snlo in the Stute; making v op-
tional with county oMoers as to publishing re-
vorts in German in counties not having elties of
tho first, second alid third clusses. Adjourned
until Monday.

Convaprs, Jan, 10, —SENATE—The
met ut 10 o'elock. Prayer was offered by Senu-
tor Pumphrey. Mre Alexander otfered aresolu-
ton granting the use of the Sonnto Chamber to
the State Board of Agelenlture for Wednosday
noxt. Adoptod. Mr Van Oleaf oftered o reso-
lution granting ten doys' pay to the elerks of
the lnst Senate for serviees In instruoting the
1ew clerlts ns to their duties, as provided by
Iaw, Aduvpted. A shnilurresolutlion was ndopt-
ed for the heneflt of the Sergeant-at-arms, The
Sonate ailjourned until 10 o' cloek Monday morn-
ing.

House—Not In sesslon,

CoLoMBrs, Jan 14 —=SENATE —=The following
bills were introduced: Providing for the sup-
port of Farmers' Institutes, Providing for the
vetter pepuliation of safe deposit compuanies,
e Cale offered o revolnton of thanks to Livut-
chant-Governor Lyon for the conrteous ond fm-
partind and able manner in which he hns pre-
sided over this body, and that in the closing
hiours of his administration we desire horeby to
express our Kindly apprecintion of hig uniform
kindness toward the body over which ho hos
so satisfactorlly prosided.  Adopred unoni-
mously, ‘he Sennto then recesscd until one
o’vlock, 1o give the members an opportunity to
witness the innugural ceremonios, The Sonote
mot pgain ot one o'c¢lock, when Licutenant-
Goverpor-cloot Lompson wos conduoted to the
presidont’s stund by the Senate committes and
the onth of offiee wus ndministercd to him by
Judge Spear, of the SBupreme Court, The re-
tring president, Me, Lyon, then delivered his
farewell pddress and introduced  Lisutenant-
Governor Luampson, who spoke briefly, after
which the Senute ndjonrned.

HOvse.—0n motlon of Mr. Hodge, the joint
rosolution proteésting ngainst the crection of o
bridgze over the 8t Cloir river at Detrolt, was
1uken from committee and ndoptad by 8 unani-
mous vote, Indefinite leave of iabsénce was
eranted Mr. Blair, Rup,, of Adums County, and
Mr. Taylor, Rep., of Champaign, on acoount of
sioknoss. “Lin grippe.” The report of the
Committee on Innnguration Arrangements wos
submitted by Mr, Epgermun and accepted. The
House then adjourned wntdl 10 o'clock to-mor-
row.

doLuNDUs, Jon, M.—SeENATE.~Bills {ntro-
dueed=To spproprinte #1264 to poy for the
pabliention of the proposed amendments: to
prevent deception in the sale of dalry products,
Bills pas:od. Houso DIl providing for 360,000
Warren County defiolency bonds, Sanate bill
authorizing Toledo to sell natural gns bonds at
private sale. Hesslution offerod: ¥For anon-
partisan commission of four to prapare o bill to
establish the Austealinn ballot system. Reso-
Iution adopted: 8. J. R, asking Congress to
muke lberal appropristions 1o iniprove the
ehannels nod hurbors of the groat laltes,

Hovse.—Bills introdueed: 'To secutre the
flushing of tire hydrants in cities of the second
and third clusges; to amend Section M7 80 ns
to exeopt femnles from the class privileged
[rom arrest for debt arising from contract; to
eroate plion on aorses or othoer animnls held or
kept by parties other than the owner; to give
preference in cmployment in Stute departments
to honorably diseharged soldwers: to Inoropse
the number of directors of bunks other than Na-
tional from five to eleven: 10 prevent employ-
grs under the semismonthly pay net from giving
ehecks on banks more thun eight miles from
the place of employment; antl-trast bill,  Bils
passed;  House bl for £100 000 water-works
bond at Coshooton; SBenate bill nuthorizing To-
ledo to sell nuturnl gas bonds at private sale,
Resolution offored for tri-weckly adjournment
beginning Friduy, Resolution ndopted for o
joint convention at noon lo-morrow (o eleot o
Senutor.  The House Committees on Corporas
tions, Ditehes, Drains and Water Courses, In-
sano Asylums. Boys Industrial School und Fees
and Sularies were appointed.

Sennte

Jonx Maas was killed at Hamilton,
by a ball from his own pistol. It is not
lenown whether it was done accidentally

' or intentionally.

Jrnesran Ssiti, of Morgan County,
has o cat which is known by the neigh-
bors as “*solar speetrum.” From the tip
of its tail to the end of his nose there
are distributed all the colors of the rain-
bow, 1ts nose shines like a carbuncle
and there are several shades of violet
on the fore logs

M. S, Saumu. traveling salesman, was
found dead in his room at Lima.

I dases M. Degruick, a prominent farm-
or of Logan County, was kllled by o fall-
ing tree.

(1o Levry, the young Cleveland
murderer, spends his time in the pen
plaving bis violin.

| A smax named Porter and three horses

were drowned in the river at Steuben-

ville,

T genuine Kansas blizsard which
passed through the vieinity of Lima the
other night blew down hundreds of der-
rioks in the oil field and did a great
wmount of damage to buildings, No
Hyves ave reported lost

b, J. N. Licurs, a prominent phy-
sivinn of Morristown, committed suicide
by shooting himself with a revolver,

Tar UL 8§, Court declded thut the law
authorizing Toledo to issue honds to

build o olty pipe line is unconstitutional.

At East Liverpool Mes, George Chap-
man vushed through flomes to anve hor

| baby from the burning house, The ehild

will i wud 1ts mother be distigured for

life,

FIFTY-FIRST CONGRESS.

Flest Sesklon.

WaAsTIRAGTON, Jon. B.—8kxATE —Aflor soma
routing morning business. Mr, Vooynons oalled
up the resolution offered by him yosterday, In
rolation to tho alleged Interfevench by Mr.
Chimbers, the 17, 8, Disteiot Attoriey atIn-
dinnngpolis, to pravent tho arrest of W, W, Dud-
ley on o charge of violntion of thy eloction Inwa
of Indlanm and prococded to addross tho Sen.
alo, Mr, Edmunds offersd an amendmont for
the preambls and redolutlon, so ny to strike ont
the proamble and moake it rond: “That the
Attorney General be and hereby 18 instruoted
to inform the Senato what fnstractions, iF nny,
the Departmont of Justien hos given to 8. N,
Chnmbers, Distriet Attornoy lor the 1istriet of
Indinnm, on the subjeet of the agiest of W, W,
Dudley, or his exemption from arrtds { and by
whnl muthority of low any such instrootions
hnva beon givon, and that coplos of all such cor-
respondon b teansmitied to the Sennte'’
The nmendment was agreed to by o party vole
(531 Lo 24),

Hougk. —=The House wont n® eommitton of
the whole, Me. Burrows (Mich) in the ohair,
for the further consideration of the Distriot of
Colnmbia gpproprintion bill, On u point of or-
dr by Mr. Atkinson (Pa), the oliuse wias
struck from the bill which regoires private
olootrie lighting wires to be plhood under
ground, On a point of order by Mr Mason
(TLY the clause wis struck out which nuthor-
Izos the commissloners of the Distriet to im-
pose o lleense fee of Lwenty-five dollors o year
against any person or gorporation for ench tele-
egraph o r telephone pole malntain 4. The
committes rose and the bill was passed. A
bill was introdiueced by Mr. Crain (Tex.). pro-
viding thut the terma of membérs of Congress
shall begin on Jununry 1. Adjourned until Fri-
day. .

WasmNoron, Jan, 0 —=8SESATR,—The Vice-
Prosident 1nid before the Senate a communicn-
tion from Attorney-Gencrnl Miller in response
to the resolution adopted by the Sennts yoster-
doy. The Attorney-General states thot no in-
structions ornl or written, have been given to
District-Attorney 8. N, Chambors, on the sub-
jeot of the nreest of W, W, Dudliey, Mr. Dolph,
from the Committes of Commerce, roported
baak the bill for the constriuction of n revenue
cutter for service on the Pacific Const: also
the bill to prevent the obstruction of the navl-
gablr waters of the United States and to pro-
fect public worls from trespass, Calendar. On
motion of Mr, Vest. i joint resolution was passed
appropristing $250,000 for the removal of ob-
structions to novigntion in the Missourl river,
between St. Joseph, Mo, and the mouth. Mr.
Davls, of Minnesota. ealled up for.considern-
tion the bill nppropriating £9,738,000 for tho im-
provement of St Mary's. river. Mleh,, and $1,-
654,000 for the improvement of Hny Lake Chan-
nel, Mich, Referred to Committes of Com-
meree, Mr Call enlled up o resolution direct-
ing the Seoretary of the Interior to report all
the evidenes in the ‘Genernl Land OfMce relas
tivo to the swamp lands in Florida, upon which
the Commissioner of that ofMeo based his
churge of froud in the seieetion of such lands.
Pending action on the resolution the Senate
went into secret session, and then adjoturned
until Monday.

Housk.—Not in sosslon.

WAsHINGTON, Jan, 10, —SENATE —Not in s08-
sion,

HOUse —Aftar the announcamont of the death
of Representntive Kelley, sultable resclutions
weare ndopted, and the House at 12:15 p. m, ad-
journed. The resolutions provide for Tuneral
wervices in the hall of the House st noon to-
MOFTow.

AVASHINGTON, Jan, 18 —8SENATE.—Mr, Turpla
gave notlee that he would sposk Wednoesday
next on ibe resolution to. recognize Brazil
Bills were reported. A bill to authorize o rall-
rond bridge across the Missouri river botween
Nebraska and Town was passed.  Mr. Plumb
addressed the Sennte on the Alnska séul lease,
nfter which the Senate adjourned, =

HOUsE—A bill was reported from the Sileott
Ionvestigating Committes approprinting §55,000
to supply the deficieney created by the defalea- .
tion in the poy and mileage of the membors, A ©
minority report was also subimitted. Blls were
introdueed under the eall of States, The bill
to provide for town site entries in Oklahoma
was dlscussed, and ot 3:15 p.m. the Houso nd-
journoed.

Wasnisoron, Jan. H—SENATE.—Amon
the bills reported from committees nne placel,
on the ciulandar were the following: To declare
unlawful trusts and combinations in restrain
of trade and production. Authorizing the pu
chase of o site for u building for the Suprém
Court. Mr George offered o resolution In-
sirveting Committes on Finanee to inquirg into
the propriety of reducing the penal bonds re-
quired of manufacturors of clgurs in aull cases,
or (at lenst) where the manufocture Is curried
on by the monual labor of the manufucturer.
Roeferred.  The resolutions herotofore offored
by Mr. Call, in relation to the claims of Flotida
under the swump land grant, nnd in elation to
the ateged unlawful seleotion of Jand in Flor-
ida, were taken up, and Mr, Call addressed the
Senote upon them.

HoosE—Mr, Bingham (Pa.) introduced a bill
for marking the lUnes of battle and the position
of the troops of the Confederate Army of North-
ern Virginia ut Gettysburg, Pa.  Reforrpd, M.
Poriting (iKas.) moved that the House go Into
committee of the whole for the consideration of
the bill to provide fesr town site entries of lands
in Oklahoma This was antagonized by Mr,
Adams (11 ), who wished the House to consider
the Sileott mutter, and the motion was defeated
— to 07, A general debate ensuced on the prop-
osition to nppropriate $5,000 L0 mnke up the
deflelency, Pending further debate the House,
ut § p. m., ndjourned, i

Nows Items,

Two freight trains on the South Ches-
ter rallrosd collided. Engineer 8. W.
Slate and Fireman Gibson, of Bellows
Falls, Vt., were killed, and others were
injured.

Awrrnvnr S, Kxwerex, the dentist
whose wife was found dead in bed at her
home in Trenton, N, J,, Friday morn-
ing, made an ineffectual attempt to com-
mit suicide, on the 6th; by cutting his
throat and taking poison.

A recrivEr has been appointed for
the furniture house of R. Deinmel &
Bros. at Chicago. The debts amount to
300,000 and the assets to about $200,000,

WinLe suffering from Influenza, Henry
Klein, a Franco-Prussisn voteran,
sought his wife's grave in a Long Island
cemetery, and blew his head off with a
gun,

Six ex-State Treasurers, of Colorado,
bave boen sued for about $100,000 each,
to recover interest on the State’s money
thoy had loaned to banks.

Janes W. Hrsten hos been named
by the Hepublican caucus us Speaker of
the New York House of Representa-
tives. It will be his sixth term.

A nov spring, whose waters have val-
unble medieal properties, has been dis-
covered on the shore of Lake Garda, one
of the most popular of Ttalinn resorts.

Cuas. Guay was run over by a shift-
ing engine near Coal Valley, W, V.,
and had both his logs out off. He died.

A Sovrn Carolina mob assaulted a
British subject and his wife, and the
enso will be laid before Sir Jullan Paun-
eefote, who will confer with Secrotary
Blaine,

Ar Willinmsport, Pn.,, Mrs. Bolhart
frolleked with her mother, A shotgun
thrown te the floor was discharged. The
load tore a hole two inches long through
Mrs. Hohurt's breast,

A rrorosiTion has been made in the
Virginia House of Delegatos to revivoe
whipping as a4 mode of punishwment for
patty thioves.

Dax Mcleax  was aequitted, ot
Greenyille, Miss., of the murdgr of two
men named Aston and Levi.




